
Science Curriculum map – (Adapted from the Association for Science Education Documents) 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 

I can notice detailed features of objects in my 
environment. 
I enjoy exploring natural materials using all of 
my senses. 
I explore and investigate collections of natural 
materials with similar and/or different 
properties    

I am interested in exploring how things work.  
I enjoy planting seeds and caring for growing 
plants. 
I am beginning understand the important parts of 
life cycles of both plants and animals e.g. bean, 
chick, caterpillar 
I am beginning to learn that it is important to care 
for and respect the natural environment.  

I can talk about the differences between materials 
and changes I notice e.g. when cooking, melting ice 
etc  
I can show understanding that we need to care for 
living things e.g watering plants, handling insects 
gently 

Reception 

I can discuss changes in seasons e. summer to 
autumn.  
I can make careful observations e.g. the ice has 
melted. It is a puddle now.  
I can explore the natural world around me e.g 
playing with leaves, soil 

I can discuss what I see, hear and feel outside. 
I can use increasingly mature vocabulary when 
discussing the natural world and animals e.g. soil, 
roots. leaf. temperature, camouflage, extinct 

Explore the natural world around them, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and 
plants. 
Know some similarities and differences between 
the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 
Understand some important processes and changes 
in the natural world around them, including the 
seasons and changing states of matter. 

Year 1 

(Seasonal Changes 
throughout year) 

 Everyday Materials Seasonal Changes Plants Animals and Humans 

Year 2 

Living Things and their 
habitats 

 Everyday Materials  Animals Inc Humans Plants 

Year 3 

Light Animals inc. Humans  
(Healthy Eating and Teeth) 

 Rocks Plants Forces and Magnets  



Year 4 

Living Things and their 
Habitats 

 States of Matter 
 

Sound 
 

Animals including humans 
(digestion) 

 

Electricity 

Year 5 Forces Earth and Space  

Living Things and their 
habitats 

+ 
Animals including 

Humans 

 Properties and Changes 
of Materials 

Year 6  

Animals inc Humans 
(Our bodies – circulatory 
system and healthy 
lifestyle) 

Living Things and their 
Habitats 

Evolution and Inheritance Electricity Light 

 


