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Learning Objectives Before the lesson

● To know how to respond to adults in a safe
and familiar context.

● I know who works in my school.
● I understand how I should speak to adults in

school.
● I understand who I should speak to if I am

worried about anyone in school.

Have ready
● Presentation: Communicating with adults –

Scenarios (see Main event).
● Photographs of people working in school if

possible (optional).

Attention grabber

1. Play the game, ‘Guess who?’ with the class.  It is important for this activity that the children know the names
of the people who work in school, and not just their role. If possible, have available photos of the people
working in your school.
Give the class a clue about a person who works in school and ask the children to guess who you are thinking
of.
For example, you might say:

● This person is in charge of the school – headteacher.
● This person welcomes visitors into school – secretary.
● This person does jobs around the school to make sure everything is safe for us – caretaker.
● This person makes our lunches – cook.
● This person helps us at lunchtime – lunchtime supervisor.
● This person keeps our classroom clean – cleaner.
● This person helps us with our learning – teaching assistant.
● This person helps us to cross the road on the way to school – school crossing patrol.

 
Where there is more than one person with a role in the school, you will need to give additional clues such as
what that person looks like or what their name begins with. 
2. Explain that these are all adults we know in school. 
3. Ask the children what we must remember when we talk to these adults in school. (To say please and thank
you, to use the person’s name and to give answers clearly.)  Discuss why this is necessary, including that it
shows respect for adults and good manners.
 
Key question

● Who are the adults who work in school?

Main event

1. Talk about what school does to help to keep us safe. For example:
● People report to the office and sign in.
● Visitor badges are used to show who is a visitor who has been allowed into the school.
● An adult we know introduces us.
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Display the Presentation: Communicating with adults – scenarios, which sets out four scenarios where children
come across a stranger in school.
Presentation: Communicating with adults - scenarios
Display on your  interactive whiteboard.

2. Read out loud the first scenario on slide 2 and invite the children to discuss, in pairs, what they would do in
that situation. Take feedback and make sure the key points from the answer on slide 3 are covered.
3. Repeat the exercise with the other three scenarios on slides 4, 6 and 8, making sure to cover the key points in
the feedback sessions on the corresponding answer slides (slides 5, 7 and 9).
4. Stress that if children are ever worried about any adult in school, they must speak to an adult whom they
trust and feel comfortable with. You might want to give some examples, such as where an adult makes a child
feel unhappy, worried or unsafe.

Wrapping up

Ask children about other adults they meet outside school and compile a list as a class. The answers they give
can be used to support Lesson 2 (see
 
 
Key question

● Where do children talk to adults outside school?

Vocabulary

● adult 
● job
● manners
● polite
● visitor

Assessing pupils’ understanding and progress Differentiation

Pupils with secure understanding indicated by:
Knowing a number of adults in school.
Pupils working at greater depth indicated by: Knowing
how to speak to adults in school.

For pupils needing extra support: have photos of
people who work in school before for the ‘Guess who?’
game; show them a visitor and staff badge; ask the
school secretary to explain how they sign in visitors.
 
Pupils working at greater depth: should be challenged
to explain the importance of being polite and confident
in potentially tricky situations, for example where they
have to question an adult about something they don’t
understand or what they are doing in school.
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