
Nursery Progression Map 

Mathematics 

 
Number Numerical Patterns 

Baseline I am beginning to recite numbers in order  
I am using number names and number language  
I can recognise simple 2D shapes  
I can extend and create repeating patterns e.g stick, leaf, stick, leaf 

End of 
Autumn 

I am beginning to show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5  
I am beginning to match numeral and quantity together 

I can understand some positional language  

End of 
Spring 

I can say numbers in order past 5.  
I can say one number name for each item in order: 1 2 3 4 5  
I know the last number I each when counting tells me how many there 
are in total (called the cardinal principle) 
I can show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5 

I am beginning to experiment with making my own marks and symbols 
as well as numbers. 
I am beginning to use the words ‘more than’ and ‘fewer than’ 
I am beginning to understand positional language 

End of 
Summer  

I can recite numbers to 10 

I can match numeral and quantity up to 5 

I can subitise numbers to at least 3 

I can compare amounts using the language of ‘more’ and ‘less’   
I can order numbers to 5 

 


